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Sean and the band have released five recordings:

Discography

“The McCabes, on ‘Whatever Makes You Tick’, sound fantastic….the lyrics are 
witty and perceptive and the music is very well played.”

- Nicky Rossiter, Rambles Magazine

“‘Whatever Makes You Tick’is one of my favourite albums of 2002.”

- Winifred Horan, Fiddler with Solas

“The McCabes have heart. The shows are a lot of fun.”

- Meaghan O’Rourke, WFUV, Fordham, New York

The McCabes’ CDs continue to sell by the thousands. Sean con-

tinues to write and perform songs, which, as he says himself, were 

‘born in Ireland but made in the USA’. The current lineup is the 

best ever, with Rick Snell on electric guitar, Ryan Cavan on drums, 

Clarence Ferrari on fiddle/mandolin, and Dan Paccione on bass. 

Ships Are Sailing - 2000

Live at Paddy Reilly’s - 2001

Whatever Makes You Tick - 2002

Dark Before The Dawn - 2004

Songs For Breakfast - 2005
Sean singing at the world trade center in between the two towers, 
on August 10 2001, one month before the horrific events of 9/11.
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Here is a list of some of the festivals The McCabes have played at:

Altamont Irish Festival New York - 2000
Stonehill Irish Festival Massachusetts - 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003
Brookside Irish Festival Kansas City - 2001, 2002
Kansas City Irish Festival Kansas City - 2005
Belmont Irish Festival New York - 2000, 2001, 2002, 2003
Gaelic Park Irish Festival Chicago - 2002, 2003
Irish American Heritage Center Chicago - March 2003, 2004, 2005
City Of Chicago Irish Festival (run by the Mayor’s Office) - September 2003
Coney Island Irish Festival - 2002, 2004, 2005
Staten Island Irish Festival - 2003, 2004
Slainte Irish Festival Long Island - 2004, 2005
West Palm Beach Irish Festival Florida - 2002
Shea Stadium - 2002
Newport Kentucky Irish Festival - 2003, 2005
East Durham Irish Festival New York - 2000, 2003, 2004, 2005
Syracuse Irish Festival - 2003, 2004
Buffalo Irish Festival - 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, 2008
Rushville Indiana Irish Festival - 2008
The Golden Ace Saint Patrick’s Day Festival Indianapolis - 2007, 2008

Festivals
The McCabes have played most of the major Irish festivals in the U.S. They have a habit of 
being asked back the following year for a repeat performance, and the year after that…

Well known clubs where  
The McCabes have made 
regular appearances:

The Abbey - Chicago, IL

The Ballydoyle - Chicago, IL

Byrnes’s Pub - Columbus, 0hio

McGeary’s - Albany, NY

The Parting Glass - Saratoga, NY

Finnegan’s Wake - Philadelphia, PA

Irving Plaza - New York, NY

The Knitting Factory - New York, NY

Don Hill’s - New York, NY 
(supporting Thin Lizzie)

Rocky Sullivan’s - New York, NY

Paddy Reilly’s - New York, NY

Connolly’s - New York, NY

The Golden Ace Inn - Indianapolis, IN
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Here is what some of the festival organizers have said about The McCabes:

Testimonials

“I’ve booked Sean McCabe and The McCabes for 

several years and am constantly blown away by 

their musical prowess and stage presence. A true 

storyteller, Sean reaches out and grabs the crowds’ 

minds and hearts and tells of his life in Ireland and 

New York. I’ve seen and booked a lot of bands and 

The McCabes are one of my favourites.”  

- David Shaughnessy, Entertainment Director,  

Kansas City Irish Festival - kcirishfest.com

“Not only are The McCabes great musicians, but their personalities on and off stage make them brilliant 

people through and through. They helped make the 15th Annual Irish Connections Festival a success”.  

- Siobhan O’Connor, Entertainment Committee Co-Chair, Irish Cultural Center of New England, Canton MA. 

Irishculture.org/festival/

“A must see if you appreciate lively Irish music. Their performances were phenomenal. The McCabes are 

truly a genuine group of guys and are a pleasure to work with. Can’t ask them quick enough to come back 

and play next year.” 

- Michelle O’Connor, Entertainment Committee Co-Chair, Irish Cultural Center of New England.

“Sean McCabe has been a great friend to the Slainte Irish Festival since the very beginning. When we 

needed headliners, he quickly responded with a resounding willingness to do whatever he can to help. The 

2005 Slainte Irish Festival was a great success and that is due, in part, to The McCabes. Their fast paced, 

action packed performance is always a crowd favourite. I know I can count on The McCabes to draw a 

crowd at any time of the day…”  

- Mike McKenna, Founder, Slainte Irish Festival - Slainteirishfestival.com

“The McCabes are perhaps the best Irish group I have heard at a festival. They are consummate musicians, 

playing music that appeals to all. At our festival they attracted large crowds that both appreciated what 

they were hearing as well as participating to the fullest.”  

- Mike McKeever, VP, Fenians of Northern Kentucky - Newportirishheritagefest.com
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Clarence Ferrari: Fiddle and mandolin. Has toured with Pete Seeger. Played for many years with  
Lenahan. Also has his own bluegrass band, Blue Harvest.

Rick Snell: electric guitar. Part of the East Village/Williamsburg Indie rock scene, Rick initially played 
a gig with The mccabes back in 2004 for the heck of it. Deciding that he liked it a lot he stuck around 
and now constantly tours with the band. When not with The Mccabes, Rick plays with many other bands 
including Dufus, Blue harvest and The Vaporheads, all out of New York.

Dan Paccione: has played bass with The McCabes since 2002, and has been longer in the band than 
anyone else except Sean. And he’s still sane…?!

Ryan Cavan: Drums. Has also worked with Lenahan, Padhraic Allen of The Wolfe Tones, Roberta Flack. 
He holds a Monday night residency at the famous jazz club, The Village Vanguard.

Members 0f The McCabes
(Past And Present)


